Sex Work

aleTd1s
Reduction




WHAT IS SEX WORK?

Sex work is the provision of sexual services or performances by one
person (person who sells sex) for which a second person (Client or
Observer) provides money or other markers of economic value.
These markers of economic value may include:

e Money

« Food

« Shelter

* Drugs & More

SEX WORK IS AN UMBRELLA TERM INCLUSIVE OF:

« Trade Sex

e Porn Performance
« Dancing

e Phone

e Webcam/Internet

 Survival-based

« Street-based

« BDSM

¢ Magazine

e Film/Video Out

e Out Calls / In Calls & More

SEX WORK CAN BE LICIT OR ILLICIT

Sex work involves a Worker, Consumer and oftentimes, a manager. In

situations of illicit sex work, risk is involved for all three parties.




WHY DO PEOPLE ENGAGE IN SEX WORK?

MONEY

Julia chooses to perform on Only Fans because the work is profitable,
and she enjoys it. Julia chooses to sell sex.

CIRCUMSTANCE

Mark is marginally housed and engages in a relationship with Peter
to have a place to sleep. Mark’s sex work is circumstantial.

COERCION

Leah’s partner coerces her into trading sex with their supplier in
exchange for drugs, even though she doesn’t want to.

This is a human rights violation and not the same as consensual sex
work.

SEXWORK IS WORK

Everyone who engages in sex work has personal, unique reasons for
doing so.

Sex work is one of the few trades in which someone without any
formal education can provide for themselves at an equal level to
someone with an advanced degree.

However, sex workers who hold marginalised identities are uniquely
vulnerable to racism, transphobia, xenophobia, classism, and other
forms of structural violence.




DON'T ASSUME!

Don’t try to “save” anyone from sex work.

SUPPORT

For women: https://beyondthestreets.org.uk/

Beyond the streets is a charity that works with women involved in the
UK sex industry. They work to see women safe from coercion,
violence, and abuse. They collaborate to ensure women are not
compelled to sell sex and to create routes out of prostitution by
working with others including those with lived experience. Together
they work to challenge the stigma that surrounds the sale of sex, to
eliminate “survival sex” and more broadly to end violence against
women and girls.

For Men: https://ourroom.org.uk/about-us/

The Men's Room is an arts and social charity that works creatively to
empower men. They support male sex workers, homeless men and
men involved in the criminal justice system. They offer them
opportunities to get involved in high quality arts projects whilst
accessing one to one support for challenges they face in their
everyday lives. Their work engages young men experiencing multiple
disadvantages, including homeless men, sex workers, men with
experience of sexual exploitation, offenders, and men struggling with
mental health problems and substance misuse. Their work with artists
on a diverse range of projects throughout the year, whilst also
offering outreach services and personalised support to their service
users.




For all: https://nationaluglymugs.org/

NUM is a UK-wide charity working with sex workers to do research,
design and deliver safety tools and to provide support services to
people in adult industries.




